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Confirmation Class 2010

What is Your Statement of Faith?

Perhaps you wrote it many years ago in Sunday school. Perhaps you
never wrote it. Perhaps you think of it . . . often, sometimes, never.
"/ g Perhaps you say, “I believe in God the Father Almighty.” And if you do
y,, s say it, you know it means something different to the mind of every voice
that utters it. Are these thoughts that are going through the minds of our
young people who are contemplating joining the church in May? Will they
decide to confirm the baptismal vows made for them?

Confirmation Class offers a time for youth ninth grade and up to meet
and explore the basics of the Christian faith for several weeks, in order
that they may make an informed decision about joining the church. The
class will culminate in a meeting with Session in May, and those who join
the church at that time will be recognized in worship on May 23,
Pentecost Sunday.

The Confirmation Class of 2010 was launched with a weekend at Hebron

Center on March 19-21. Glenn Leupold and Christy D’Ambrosio were

' : ' the leaders, and had five youth along for a time of learning and fun. The

May my teaching dmp_"ke the rain, youth who attended the retreat were Araglin Kite, Margaret Leupold,

Iri%S%i%%hrg?n”gﬁ”S;;"S(e"tl?::he;’aers Mackenzie Robinson, Jason Scarlett and Ekong Takor. Two other youth
9 grass, are interested in being in the class but were unable to attend the retreat.

on new growth. Deut. 2:2 . -
g ) Our weather was great, the food delicious, the fun and fellowship was
Joseph Henry window, Assembly Hall wonderful

For more on Christian edt
see p. 3 We learned about God, and why people believe in God. We talked about
Jesus’ life and how it fulfilled prophecy about the coming of the messiah,
as well as what he stood for and taught. We discussed what the church
In This Issue does as its mission, envisioning the perfect church building required to
fulfill that mission.
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Pause Here a Moment . . .

Grandma’s Gift

Editor s note: We are again in an era when wild accu
those who stand up for peace, justice for the poor, a
taught. The following is from Madtkeiof QuletEMgpldedine
directed the church choir and Grandma played the or:

I've known for a long time that we know nothing about love, that we do not have
love, until we give it away. Grandma showed me this very clearly during my
choir-directing days in church. | loved Grandma, and | thought that Grandma
loved me, but | doubted her. In a sense, Grandma was the organ, and the organ
was Grandma, it was an extension of her. She lived with Grandpa, and if
Grandpa was her love, then the organ was her vocation.

Grandpa was old and not well. It wasn’t a surprise to anyone when one morning
Grandpa simply did not wake up. People asked, “Who will play the organ for the
funeral?” Her daughter, my aunt, called me. “Madeleine, she wants to play the
organ for his funeral. What shall we do?” My response was, “You can't take the
organ away from Grandma, on that day of all days. Let her do whatever she
wants to do.” Grandma played, of course. She got a friend to play an anthem
but she sat at the organ for the rest of the service.

Not long after this, a man and his wife started some vicious and absurdly untrue
gossip about my husband and me and three other couples with jobs in the
church. Basically the accusation was that we were all Communist agents. It
would have been funny except for one thing: people were eager to believe the
lies. It was during the sad reign of Senator Joseph McCarthy; witch-hunting was
in the air; but we were still unprepared. The other three couples asked if they
could come over for a conference. Someone said, “If that's the way they feel
about us, if they want us out of the church, then | think we ought to get out. |
don’t mean that we should stop coming to church, but we shouldn’t hold any
offices in it.”

| was the lone voice saying, “No! ... If we resign, it's admitting that they're right
about us.” But | gave in so the resignation would be unanimous. We wrote it out
and sent it in. When | walked into the church Grandma was there to meet me.
Now, | was certain that Grandma would have heard the whole sorry tale from
many people, including those who would like to see us put down. Grandma said
to me, “Madeleine, | just want you to know that if you go, | go too.” Grandma
was offering to give up the organ. She was giving me herself. That absolute
gesture of love is what remains with me.

The church tore up our resignation. The gossip blew over. Grandma gave me
herself, and so helped me to give myself.

A Mission Team for Inward and Qutward Action
By Eric Fagans

Eric Fagans is gathering a mission team for an inward and an outward
journey. The inward dimension is to a disciplined spiritual life. The outward is
to improve housing opportunities for low-income families in Albany. The
group will meet twice monthly, at times to be determined by those
participating, for study, prayer, mutual encouragement and planning. An
informational meeting will be held on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, after the
10:45 worship service. Please call Eric (371-0131) if you have questions.
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IsitYour Turn—Up There? The Upper Rooms
By Freda Gardner, Chair, Christian Education By Miriam Lawrence Leupold
Committee

A new rotation in The Upper Rooms (our Christian
One part of the ministries of our church happens on education program for children in kindergarten
Sunday mornings in The Upper Rooms. Miriam and the  through grade 8) begins Sunday, May 2, and runs
children and the “shepherds” who go with the children through May 18.
from class to class are always there and each 3-4
weeks four teachers are there too, helping our children
learn from Bible stories who we are and how we are to
live. Many of you have served as teachers, some
several times. Listen to what a few of you have said:

This rotation’s theme is “The Great Commission,”
and the children will explore Matthew 28:16-20
through movie, art, and computers. Teaching this
time around will be Irving Smith in Jericho Theater,
John Myers in Memory on the Mount and Pastor
 For me, teaching in The Upper Rooms was a way to Miriam in Galilee Gallery.

give back to the children and the church. My children
went through Sunday School a number of years ago.
Now they are beyond that. | felt it was time for me to
meet the younger members of our church and to work
with them on their faith journey. The new format
allowed me to do this without having to commit to the

The last rotation of the school year will begin on May
23 and run through June 13 — contact Rev. Miriam
Lawrence Leupold if you're interested in teaching a
3-week workshop.

several months as it was in the past. | have taught two Miriam
sessions in the last two years and have enjoyed getting gathers the
to know the children as well as meeting and working Sunday
with the adult members of our church. -- Sue School
Sneeringer group for a
combined
« | thoroughly enjoyed the older ones who were sincere, activity in
energetic, and showed that beautiful sense of wonder The Upper
and curiosity. It is a challenge in this day, but Miriam’s Rooms.

help was invaluable. I'm grateful | had the time in The
Upper Rooms. -- Gail Scott

» My experience with” Creation” in the Galilee Gallery

was as unique as it was enjoyable and easy to

administer. The support and instructions are calibrated Mary Ryther
for different teaching styles and the enhancement of teaches with

fun for multi-age classes. | had a ball. -- Charlie Kite shepherd

Stephanie
Talk with Miriam or someone you know who has been a Kite in the
teacher UP THERE for 3 or 4 weeks, and think about Tower of
bringing your gifts and commitments to the youngest of Scrabble

our church. The program is really fine.

You might be one who could bring it to life for them.

Roger Green (left,
reflected in the mirror
of Sinai Stage) gathers
all the children for a
music activity.

Joanne Gascoyne
(right) discusses a
Bible passage and
plans an enactment of
it with an eager group.




Dine with Nine
Saturday, May 15

If you find good food and good
conversation appealing, then you'll want
to sign up for Dine with Nine. On
Saturday, May 15 groups of nine (or
seven or eight) will gather at hosts’
homes at 6:30 for the pleasure of sharing
an evening with new friends.

Sign up in advance on the poster in the
Assembly Hall on April 18, 25 or May 2 or
contact Susan Easton (439-4749 or
susanvke@yahoo.com). If you'd like to
be a host, please indicate this when you
sign up. The host is responsible for
providing their home for the meal and
contacting people about what food to
bring.

Don't miss this great fellowship
opportunity! If you can’t do it this time,
we’ll repeat it in a few months so just look
for the announcement.

Guests at Church

Guest preacher,
the Rev.
Patricia Dykers
Koenig,
National
Organizer for
the Covenant
Network of
Presbyterians,
joined us during
Lent.

With Chris Trombley conducting, a trumpet
quintet (below) from Guilderland High School
and the drum roll of a tympanist (right) heralded
the good news on Easter morning.
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The Vails' Generosity Continues

By David Hannay, Elder

First Presbyterian Church
was very dear to Jordan and
Nancy Vail, and the Vails
were very dear to folks at
First Pres. The charitable
remainder trust of Jordan
and Nancy has recently
been finalized. That and
their bequest will continue to
support the missions and
programs of First Pres for
future generations.

Jordan and Nancy Vail

Nancy Bonsall attended First Presbyterian Church with her
parents and grandparents long before she became Nancy
Vail. When she and Jordan started attending together, they
quickly became involved with various groups such as
Session, Deacons, Trustees, Women's Association, and
yes, even the Bible Guys. Jordan served as the last
President of the Trustees before it was merged with Session
in 1997. All this was in addition to the very active role they
played in such organizations as Wildwood School and the
Community Foundation. In the 1950's and 1960's they
opened their home to children with special needs.

Their inspiration, leadership and support touched many of
us. Their work continues. Thank you Nancy and Jordan!

New Tenor Soloist

By Gladys Crowder, Chair, Administration Committee

We welcome Will Hayes as the Chancel
Choir’s tenor soloist. A graduate of the
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, he
taught public school music in three states
(Ohio, New Mexico and Alabama). He was
soloist with the Cheyenne Chamber
Singers (Wyoming) and the vocal octet
ArtSong (Alabama). Son of Metropolitan
Opera mezzo-soprano Rosalind Hupp,

Will is also an
accomplished cellist.
Before his move to the
Capital District, he was a
member of Evergreen
Presbyterian Church
(PCUSA), Dothan, AL.
We look forward to
working with him in the
months ahead.

Will Hayes
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From Easter to Pentecost
A Season of Rebirth and Renewal

A Season for Celebrating the Present:

Maundy Thursday Passover worship A Season for New Life and for ~ Alexandra Evelyn Turner
Baby’s First Visit to Church  (3-3-10), daughter of David

A Season for Remembering the Past: A Season

and Kimberly Turner.

. . for Tulips Faiel Morgan Glashen- Mason Peter Kite (1-29-
Good Friday worship in the Park Haase (2-17-09), daughter 10), son of Chas and

of David and Valerie Haase. Trisha Kite.

A Season for Rejoicing in the Future:
Easter Sunday worship and
the Hallelujah Chorus

A Season
for Wearing
Your New
Easter
outfit:

Luke Eaton

A Season for Celebration and Sharing Food with Friends and Family:
Jordan Scarlett (above) and Katie Myers find the line for Easter Brunch,

sponsored by the youth of the church.

A Season
for the
Dove and
Flame:
Symbols of
Pentecost,
the birthday
of the
Church.

David Haase
(left) and John
Myers are the
COoOKsS.

The Rose
Room (right)
overflows with
guests.
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: : First Pres Youth Pursue Environmentally
SpeC|aI Offerlngs Make a Friendly Coffee Hour

Difference Mug Drive

By Debra Fagans In an effort to reduce the effects of landfill clog-up with
Thank you to all those who supported our One styrofoam coffee cups, the Youth of First Pres are holding

Great Hour of Sharing Easter offering. Our total & mug drive.

(as of this writing) is $3091. Our denomination

> o Please bring in all those old mugs cluttering your
divides this into three components: g v 9y

cabinets. No need to mourn their absence; you can visit

« 36% goes to the Presbyterian Hunger your old mugs every Sunday morning at the coffee table.
Program, which will help aid organizations to Your mug donation will support a greener coffee hour by
provide 400 tons of seed to Haiti this year to enabling the congregation to enjoy their coffee and tea in

help increase food production or go to grants ~ Mugs rather than styrofoam cups. Even better news:
for Fair Trade projects that help farmers get fair ~ There's a dishwasher in the kitchen!
prices for what they produce.

» 32% goes to the Presbyterian Disaster Ushers and Greeters Schedule

Assistance program that responds to

disasters, such as the Haiti earthquake, with May 2 8:3¢nn and Jackie Ellsworth
immediate supplies of food and shelter or long 10:45Team 3 - Robert Stevens, Li
term assistance, as in Katrina rebuilding Jackson, Robert Jackson, R
programs on our Gulf Coast. Ryther

» 32% goes to the Self-Development of
People. This program awards grants to groups
that seek to change the structures that
perpetuate inequality and injustice by allowing
people to carry out programs that the groups
put together — both in the U.S. and abroad.

May 9 8:3Wargaret and Elizabeth Leujg
10:45Team 4 - Robert Kamp, Frar
Henrikson, Rachel Smith, R«

May 16 8:BQuce Brynolfson
10:45Team 5 - Robert Seelye, Vil

We will soon have another opportunity to have Mark, Charles Osburn, Sara
a positive effect on the lives of others. Unlike

One Great Hour of Sharing, the Pentecost May 23 8:PCkter Thomas

Offering on May 23rd, allows our congregation 10:45Team 6 - Lee Helsby, J. Me
to keep 40% with the understanding that we Fairfax, Carolyn Garvin

will use it to work with children-at-risk in our

own community and/or youth and young adult May 30 8:36hn Myers

ministries. FOCUS’ new Computers for Kids 10:45Team 7 - Elly Rice, William
program is eligible, and will receive our local Margaret Zettle, Irving Smit

share of this offering! The General Assembly’s

portion (60%) provides leadership development 1 R
opportunities for Presbyterian youth and young Deacons FlOWGI’ MIﬂIStry

adults and supports children-at-risk programs

at the national level. One of these programs is May 2Menands, Loudonville - Richard
encouraging young adults (YAVSs) to volunteer

for a year in various ministries in the US and May 9Rensselaer and East - Paul Bas
overseas. May 16atham Area and North - Virgini
Please consider giving generously again to May 2Schenectady Marion Eaton

support these worthwhile programs.
May 3Delmar Area - Margaret Zettle, |
Your host for coffee Hour this
The Albany South Neighborhoo
Fair Trade Coffee will be sold on Su!
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7:00 pm Dinner 15 Saturday 7.245 am Men s Bibl|
7:30 pm " Christian 6:30 pm  Dine with 5:30 pm  AA
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10:45 am Worship (b 7:15 pm Small Groul 9:45 am Chancel C
11:45 am Fellowship 10:45 am Worship (
Fair Trade Cof20 Thursday 11:45 am Fellowship

7:00 am Men s Bibl

10 Monday 9:30-11:30 am Helde
6:30-7:30 pm Heldeb 5:30 pm AA 31 Monday
7:00 pm  AA 6:00 pm Men s BiblOffice Closed for Memof

6:30 pm Bell Choir 7:00 pm  AA

11 Tuesday 7:00 pm AA
7:45 am Men s Bible 7:30 pm Chancel C Note: |Italics indicate o
12:30 pm Staff Meet
5:30 pm AA
6:45 pm Deacons
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May 2

May 9

May 16

May 23

May 30

Lectionary

5th Sunday of Easter - Acts 11:1-18; Ps. 14R8y.
21:1-6; John 13:31-35

6th Sunday of Easter - Acts 16:9-15; Ps: 6Rey.
21:10, 21:22—22:5; John 14:23-29 o dohn 5:1-9

7th Sunday of Easter - Acts 16:16-34; Ps. 9Rey.
22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26

Pentecost - Acts 2:1-21 o0Gen .11:1-9; Ps. 104:24
35 Rom. 8:14-17 o Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17 (25-
27)

Trinity Sunday - Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31; Ps. Bom.5:1-5;
John 16:12-15

FOCUS Fundraiser Concert
Trinity Methodist Church
Hair of thgJude4 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
More Details — focuschurches.net
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Office hours
Monday through Friday
9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Secretary Sandra Marr

Phone 518-449-7332
Fax 518-449-3104
Web www.firstpresalbany.org
E-mail info@firstpresalbany.org

The First Presbyterian Ne
is published 11 times a year.

Editor
Layout

Rev. Glenn D. Leupold
Richard C. Gascoyne

Please notify the church office of
any change in address.

Recordings of the worship service
are available from the Church
Office.



