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Book Study
Summer Adult Education

Back by popular demand, there will be two book studies this summer,
one for July and one for August. The first book, The Gift of Years by
Joan Chittister, is available almost anywhere books are sold. The book
looks at about 40 words that are operative in the later years of life and
for which younger people may prepare as the blessings they point to are
discovered. There will be 2 sessions for this book after the 9:30 worship
service on July 12 and 26 in the Rose Room. Freda Gardner will
convene this group and guide the discussion.

The second book will be 10 Things I learned Wrong From a
Conservative Church by John Killinger, also available wherever books
are sold. This book discussion will be led by David Haase, member of
First Pres who is now enrolled as an
Inquirer with Albany Presbytery, the
first step in the process to being
ordained as a Minister of Word and
Sacrament. This class will meet on
August 23 after worship. A copy of
both books will be available in the
church library. Even if you don't
buy, borrow or read the books you
are welcome to attend. Please

Summer Schedule
Sunday Worship
«9:30ame

Communion is celebrated
each Sunday that worship is
scheduled at First Pres in
July and August.
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Catch and Release

By Sarah Rossiter

7%

It was once in early May, a raw day,
Bitter, on a western creek, | crouched
Beneath a weeping willow, expecting
Nothing, resting really, the black back
Eddy smooth as glass when suddenly
The rod tip bent with such great force
I almost fell, but didn't though

| couldn't move, it was that cramped
Beneath the tree nor could | raise

My rod, | could only hold my breath,
The reel singing, line spun out,

Pulled by what | couldn’'t see, but
How | longed for just a glimpse,

A glimpse would be enough, | thought,
uUntil a glimmer showed itself, a flash
Of light deep in the dark, and then,

Of course | wanted more, the all of it
To see and hold before releasing,

To live, to let each breath be all there is,
But seldom do; it isn't easy.

Perhaps | prayed, | can't be sure, but
Inch by inch, the fish drew near, until
The moment, timeless, now, a rainbow
Like a blessing rose, shimmering,

A gift bestowed.

Continued from p. 1, One Great Hour of Sharing.

Fair Trade products among the unions and their over one million members,
with which the coalition does their work.

This project will also begin to institutionalize use of only Fair Trade coffee and
tea at union conferences and conventions within the state of New York,
beginning with the teachers’ union.

Through this program, the coalition may have a firmer platform for addressing
international labor issues and inequalities.

It is important and encouraging for us to see our contribution to One Great
Hour of Sharing Offering combating global hunger, poverty, and injustice from
a local vantage point.

NOTE: The First Pres Fair Trade Mart usually offers coffees and teas after
worship on the second Sunday of the month. In July it will be on the
First Sunday, July 5 .
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The Upper Rooms Need YOU!

By Rev. Miriam Lawrence Leupold

The Upper Rooms (third floor of education building)
transformation WILL BE FINISHED THIS SUMMER!
But we need YOU!

While a lot of work was done last summer
transforming The Upper Rooms for our new
education program for kindergarten through 8th
graders, there’s a good bit yet to do. The children
and youth have been great about learning and
exploring in the midst of unfinished rooms, but now
is the time to finish this project.

To that end, work will begin on July 13 and is
estimated to be completed in a week. Eric and
Debbie Fagans have volunteered to assist co-
coordinator John Myers in finishing the construction
required for the completion of The Upper Rooms.
They have recruited several experienced volunteers
from across New York State to join them on this
project. These folks, known as the NYS-FITS, (see
http://web.me.com/edfagans/Site_2/Photos_4.html)
have volunteered with the Fagans in such places as
New Orleans and Washington DC.

These men would volunteer, but they can’t get
working papers. Won't you help them out?

CAN YOU JOIN the Fagans’ work force and get this
project done? We need volunteers to assist the NYS-
FITS to get the work done in a week or less.

Interested in helping with transformation? Contact
Miriam to sign up. Can't climb all those stairs, afraid
of a hammer, not sure about physical activity? Not to
worry, contact Miriam to help provide lunch, dinner
and/or snacks. Have questions? Contact Miriam
(mleupold@firstpresalbany.org) or 449-7332 or Eric
Fagans (edfagans@mac.com).

We need a roof over our heads! Help!!!
Check the website, http://web.me.com/edfagans.

Summer Work and Summer Camp

Youth Mission Trip to
Trenton

By Rev. Miriam Lawrence Leupold

Wondering what our youth are doing this
summer? A group of middle school and senior
high youth from First Presbyterian Church and
Westminster Presbyterian Church are traveling to
Trenton, NJ, for a Mission Trip from June 29 to
July 3. They will be working at a number of sites
around the city. Among those attending the
mission trip are Allison Daley, Araglin Kite, Heidi
Kite, Margaret Leupold, Glenn Leupold, Jason
Scarlett, and Ekong Takor.

Later in July Allison Daley, Eleanor Haase, and
Elizabeth and Margaret Leupold are planning to
attend Youth Camp at Hebron Center, Albany
Presbytery’s Camp. Be sure to ask our young
people about their summer plans and
experiences.
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New Photo Directory in 2010

By Leslie Roccario, Chair of Membership Committee

A new pictorial directory is in the works, in a great new way! Thanks to new technological advances, digital
photography, and talented members of our congregation, First Pres will be producing its own directory. No
phone calling, no appointments to set up, and no push to buy pictures. We're going to use YOURS!

The actual production of our directory will take
place after the first of the year, but we ask you to
start thinking about your pictures over the
summer in anticipation of a 2010 publishing
date. We will use your candid family photos
instead of the traditional "posed in front of a
backdrop" photos. Consider pictures you take
on family vacations, in your backyard, or in your
living room. Since most of us have digital
cameras, you will send your favorite photo of the
family members you want in the directory to a
specific web address through the computer. So
in the next few months, take that perfect picture!

If you are not computer and digitally savvy, we
will offer several convenient times after church
when our own church photographers will offer to
take your picture digitally, and we'll take care of
the rest.

Some helpful hints to get started:

d-Pictures can be inside or outside, but be sure
the background is such that faces are clear
and easy to see.

0-Be sure only family members you want
included are in the picture - we are not going
to "photoshop" out Uncle Fred! (or make you
thinner, or change any colors).

d-Most cameras can eliminate red eye, check
to be sure there isn't any in your picture. Or
take another!

d-If you like a picture, please submit it and we'll
let you know if it won't work in plenty of time
to get another. The best thing will be to
submit early.

Look for instructional reminder posters in
Assembly Hall as the summer progresses, and
we'll all work together to make a beautiful book!

If you have questions, feel free to email Leslie
Roccario at lesroccario@nycap.rr.com or call me
at 674-8730.

What sort of
picture shall |
choose? Here
are some
samples
ranging from
formal to
informal. Be
sure the faces
are clear and
easily
identifiable. Do
you know who
these folks are?

New Faces, New Neighbors,
New Friends

Summer is a time when new people move into our
communities. Be on the lookout for new people in
your neighborhood and other places you go.

Feel free to recommend First Presbyterian Church as
a good church, just as you'd recommend a good
doctor or dentist you know. Pick up an extra
newsletter to share with a new neighbor or jot down
the website and urge someone to check it out
(www.firstpresalbany.org).

You could also offer to meet them at church and
introduce them to others. Let them know why it's
important for you to worship God at First Pres. And, if
you see a new face in Assembly Hall during
Fellowship Time after worship, go up and introduce
yourself.

2009 Directory Update

We are currently updating the 2009 Membership
Directory with members’ names, addresses, phone

numbers and email addresses. Please contact Sandra in

the church office (info@firstpresalbany.org or 449-7332)
if any of your information has changed. During August
the directory will be available for people to check their

entries. On Homecoming Sunday, September 13, new
directories will be ready to be picked up.
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Music Programs to be in Full Swing for September

By Janet Davis, Director of Music

Music is such an inspiring part of the worship life of First Presbyterian Church! If you have musical gifts to
share, please know there is a place for you (and your children) in the vital music ministry of this church.
Listed below are the FOUR choirs that will begin rehearsals in September:

* Chancel Choir (Adults)

If you love to sing, we would love to welcome you to
the choir! We are both trained and non-trained
singers, musical sight-readers and sight-reading
wannabees, the young and the not so young, and an
open and affirming family within the larger church
family of First Presbyterian Church. Contact me if
you have any questions (There is no audition, but |
do like to hear new singers just to be sure they are
singing with the right section for their voice range.)

darhursday, Sept. 3: Fall Choir Party.

darhursday, Sept. 10: 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. We rehearse every Thursday except
Thanksgiving (11/26), Christmas Eve (12/24) and
New Years Eve (12/31).

daSunday, Sept. 20: First Sunday we sing for the
10:45 worship service. Vocal warm up and run-
through of anthems begins at 9:45 a.m. in the
sanctuary.

* Youth Choir

All youth in 6th-12th grades are invited to join the
Youth Choir. The preferred day and time of our
rehearsals will be decided early this summer, and the
resulting information will be sent to all families with
youth. If you like to sing, | hope you'll come check us
out! Singing in worship, doing another musical, and

putting together pieces with voices and instruments
are all possibilities for this choir. Does touring sound
like fun to you? The more people we have in the
choir, the more likely this can happen! This choir will
be directed by Director of Music, Janet Davis
(jdavis@firstpresalbany.org).

e Children's Choir

All children in 1st-5th grade are invited to join our
new Children's Choir. | will be contacting parents of
children in this age group to find out what the best
day and time will be for the majority of people. Look
for information (in August) about a kick-off party we'll
have in early September. We'll be learning great
music, as well as planning a children's musical, so
encourage your children to join us if they like to sing!
This choir will also be directed by Director of Music,
Janet Davis (jdavis@firstpresalbany.org).

* Handbell Choir

The Handbell Choir is made up of youth and adults,
and will begin rehearsals in the fall on Thursday,
Sept. 10 from 6:00-7:15 p.m. in the sanctuary. If you
are interested in playing handbells, please contact
director Jack Holmes (jackwh@hotmail.com) to let
him know of your interest. Handbell playing is
especially suited for anyone who has studied an
instrument, and can read basic notes and rhythms.

Celebrations!!!

Presbyterian Rainbow leads the Gay Pride Parade on
the Sunday after the More Light celebration in worship
and Christian education. For pictures of More Light
Sunday See p. 7

Rev. Glenn Leupold (left) presented Rev. Hugh Nevin (right)
with a token of FPCs esteem, as we marked Hugh's 50th
anniversary as Minister of Word and Sacrament. Bob Garvin
reached the milestone of 55 years. It was also the last
Sunday for Lois Cameron (2nd from left) who is moving to
Oregon shortly to be close to her daughter and grandchild.
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Deacons’ DOingS Ushers and Greeters, Summer Service, 9:30 am

By Leslie Cook Westphal July 5 FOCUS Worship at First Pres

The Deacons continue to work Team 6 Esther Yomoah, Alice Schrade, J. N
on planning flock parties for the July 12 Team 7 Marc Scarlett, Marc Boucher, Amy ‘!
summer and fall. Expect to hear : . : :
from your Deacon soon if you July 19 Team 8 - Elly Rice, Bill Storrs, Irving Smith,
have not already. These flock July 26 Team 1 - Phillip Riddle, Marilyn Riddle, Harr
parties are a wonderful way for . _

us to share our lives a bit, enjoy Aug 2 FOCUS Worship at First Lutheran
somegoo_dfoodandcompany, Aug 9 Team 2 - Lee Helsby, Joanne Gascoyne, Ricl
and most important — celebrate Catherine Fletcher, David Hannay

our faith and fellowship, and let
your Deacon know how you are
doing. For those of us in the Aug 23 Team 4 - Bob Kamp, Fran Kamp, Ray Henriks
church who are new (or shy)
these parties are a great way to
feel the gentle embrace of the
congregation. Your
neighborhood flock is one way
your church is in touch with you
beyond Sunday mornings. And
for those who cannot attend
worship as much as they'd like,
these gatherings are a doubly
important connection.

Aug 16 Team 3 - Bob Stevens, Linda Stevens, Bob J

Aug 30 Team 5 - Bob Seelye, Virginia Seelye, Don N

Deacons’ Flower Ministry

July 5 RensselaeP auwld Bsstom, Jackie EII
July 12 Downtown, Nbirtth Adbeimy Keith Bar
July 19 Guilderland, [Sowmith Eoxwmrild, -Lesli

) ) ) July 26 DelmaviaAre8oucher, Heidi Kite, M
Adult Education (above) views a video about

God'’s love for all. A display of stoles (below) Aug 2 Menands, L&idbavdll@ascoyne, Dav
reminds us of the indignities suffered by
homosexual aspirants to the clergy. Aug 9 Rensselaerant Easdom, Jackie Ell

Aug 16 Latham Are&iagidhidoStdelye, Esther
Aug 23 Schenfraadyamp
Aug 30 Downtown, NRita Ausaimy, Keith Bar

Menands, Loudonville Flock hosts cof
Albany South Flock hosts coffee hour




July 5
July 12
July 19

July 26

Aug 2
Aug 9
Aug 16
Aug 23

Aug 30
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Lectionary

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10; Ps. 48; 2 Cor.
12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 6:1-5, 12b-19; Ps. 24; Eph.
1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 7:1-14a; Ps. 89:20-37; Eph.
2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 11:1-15; Ps. 14; Eph. 3:14-
21; John 6:1-21

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a; Ps. 51:1-12;
Eph. 4:1-16; John 6:24-35

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Ps. 130;
Eph. 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Ps 111;
Eph. 5:15-20; John 6:51-58

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43;
Ps. 84; Eph. 6:10-20; John 6:56-69

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - S. of Sol. 2:8-13; Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9;
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Office hours
Monday through Friday
9:30 am to 1:30 pm

Secretary Sandra Marr
Phone 518-449-7332
Fax 518-449-3104
Web www.firstpresalbany.org
E-mail info@firstpresalbany.org

The First Presbyterian Ne
is published 11 times a year.

Editor Rev. Glenn D. Leupold
Layout Richard C. Gascoyne

Please notify the Church Office of
any change in address.

Recordings of the worship service
are available from the Church
Office.



