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“Do not be alarmed; you are looking
for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here.” Mark 16:6
Abby Stuart McEwan window
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Holy Week 2010

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28

Join us for a special worship service with a two-fold experience. Rejoice as
we celebrate as Jesus arrives in Jerusalem and is welcomed with a
triumphant reception. Then, as sinister forces gather around him, the
Passion of Christ begins, pointing us toward Good Friday with a sense of
foreboding.

Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:30 pm

Come and experience both the intimate joy of the Last Supper with our
Lord, and the despair of the descent into darkness as Jesus is deserted by
his followers and arrested. This Maundy Thursday Tenebrae worship is one
of the most moving services of the year. An event for the whole family!

Good Friday, April 2, 7:30 pm

Jesus has been tried, sentenced and hung on a cross
to die. Come and mark this climactic event in our
Lenten journey. This meditative service will feature
scripture and song in the Taizé tradition.

Easter, April 4

He is risen! Hallelujah! Easter will be celebrated at
the 8:45 and 10:45 services. The One Great Hour of
Sharing offering will be received. A special breakfast
will be served at 9:30, in between the services, in the
Rose Room to benefit the youth summer trip. Come
and celebrate the central miracle of the Christian faith!

Christ has risen!
He is risen, indeed!

One Great Hour of Sharing

This special offering will be received on Easter Sunday, April 4, and it will
be used to meet basic human needs around the world. The Presbyterian
Hunger Program, Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance each receive support from this offering. Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance is actively helping to relieve suffering in Haiti and Chile due to
recent earthquakes. Envelopes will be in the pews during Holy Week and
Easter for your convenience.

For over 50 years, millions of people struggling for a better life for their
family and community have felt the love of Christ in very tangible ways
through Presbyterian’s gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.
But those who give are changed too. As you give to others you too may
find that you have been transformed. Please give generously to the One
Great Hour of Sharing.
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Pause Here aMoment. ..

Editor's note: Below are Frederick Buechner's thoug
b 0 0o Beyond Words.

Easter

The Gospels are far from clear as to just what happened. It began in the dark.
The stone had been rolled aside. Mary Magdalene seems to have gotten there
before anybody else. There was a man she thought at first was the

gardener. Confusion was everywhere. There is no agreement even as to the
role of Jesus himself. Did he appear at the tomb or only later? What did he
say? What did he do? It's not really even very much of a story when you
come right down to it, and that is of course the power of it. It doesn't have the
ring of great drama. It has the ring of truth. If the Gospel writers had wanted
to tell it in a way to convince the world that Jesus indeed rose from the dead,
they would presumably have done it with all the skill and fanfare they could
muster. [But] here there is no skill, no fanfare.
They seem to be telling it simply the way it

was. The narrative is as fragmented, shadowy,
incomplete as life itself. The symbol of Easter
is the empty tomb. You can't depict or
domesticate emptiness. He rose. A few saw
him briefly and talked to him. If it is true, there is
nothing left to say. If it is not true, there is
nothing left to say. For believers and
unbelievers both, life has never been the same
again. For some, neither has death. What is
left now is the emptiness. There are those who,
like [Mary] Magdalene, will never stop searching
till they find his face.

Mary Magdalene, drawing
by Leonardo Da Vinci.

Women's Retreat

By Miriam Lawrence Leupold

All women are invited to attend a one-day retreat led by Co-Pastor Miriam
Lawrence Leupold. “A Day Away: Praying in Color” will be held on Saturday,
April 24, from 9:30 to 3:30. We'll gather in the beautiful setting of Still Point
Interfaith Retreat Center in Mechanicville—about 45 minutes away—for a day of
fellowship and spiritual renewal exploring prayer in our lives. Cost is $20 which
covers goodies, lunch and retreat space. Sign up by contacting Sandra in the
Church Office (449-7332 or info@firstpresalbany.org) —deadline is April 20. Any
guestions, contact Miriam (449-7332 or mleupold@firstpresalbany.org).

Carol Green

Heidi Kite
th%\lléir:\lgzgfm Individuals seeking the Sacred and in need of time an
Virginia Seelye busy life are important to Still Point. We welcome pec
David Takor spiritualities. In a world where division and suspicion
Lizslliz iz vl Still Point is a sacred space where unity-in-plurality i

Margaret Zettle essential to the whole.

-- A statement from the Still Point Retreat Center website:
www.stillpointretreatcenter.com
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Mission Committee Events and Updates
Follow up on Hygiene Kits for Haiti

The young and not-so-young responded with
enthusiasm and generosity, when the Church
World Service sent an urgent request for kits to
help earthquake survivors in Haiti care for their
basic hygiene needs. Members donated piles of
toothbrushes, washcloths and towels, soap,
combs, nail clippers and band-aids; enough to
make 150 kits! The boxes of leftover items were

CROP Walk
Sunday, May 2nd

Did you know that Albany ranks #8 of over 2000
localities in the nation in raising funds for local and
global hunger relief programs in our annual CROP
Walk? The CROP Walk is a world-wide fund-
raiser of Church World Services (CWS) that is
sponsored locally by the Capital Area Council of
Churches. Each year Albany CROP Walk
volunteers from dozens of area churches raise
over $25,000 for the Food Pantries of the Capital
District to help meet the nutritional needs of more
than 200,000 of our neighbors, including many
children. The remainder of funds raised is sent to
CWS for hunger and disaster relief in 80 countries
around the world. The total raised last year was
$100,598.

This year the Walk will take place on Sunday, May
2" beginning at 1:30. We will gather after the
10:45 worship service for registration and
sandwiches on the lawn at the First Lutheran
Church on Western Ave. The walk itself is a
pleasant 4.5 mile loop with rest stops (or a “Golden
Mile™) along a well-marked route through Albany’'s
neighborhoods between Western Ave., Hackett
Blvd. and Lark St. Children (walking or in strollers)
and dogs on leashes are welcome, but leave your
bikes, skateboards and roller skates home!

First Pres has a long tradition of leadership among
local groups participating in the event. To
participate, either sign-up to walk and collect
donations from sponsors (in person or on-line) or
sponsor a walker. A CROP Walk table will be in
the assembly hall on Sundays during the month of
April after the 8:30 and 10:45 services. Please join
us as we walk for a better world.

donated to the FOCUS food pantry, which
desperately needs these donations because
their grant funds do not cover non-food items.
Thank you to all who joined in donating and
assembling personal care kits. Please
continue to pray for the Haitian people as they
struggle to rebuild their lives, and for our eyes
to be opened to new ways of helping.

Fair Trade Coffee Sales

By Alice Schrade

Mission Committee Fair Trade Sunday sales
have earned nearly $600 for the FOCUS
feeding programs in the past six months.

We are supporting not only Fair Trade
practices in the developing parts of our world
but also the farmers who grow the coffee. And,
we are educating ourselves about the benefits
of fair trade. There's no middle man; we know
where the coffee comes from and how it is
grown. Most of what we offer is organically
grown, which we know is much safer for the
grower, for the environment, and for the buyer.

Hurray, and thanks to the congregation for your
support of this effort!

Please remember that all our profits from the
sale of coffee and chocolate go to FOCUS.
We'll see you on the second Sunday in the
fellowship room. That's April 11.

Photo Directory

If you haven’t sent in your picture or had
one taken at church, PLEASE DO IT AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE. Don't make us
have to come find you!!! Photographers
are available in Assembly Hall every
Sunday after 10:45 service.

Questions:
Leslie Roccario
leslies@chesapeakegrp.com
674-8730
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Let It Show!

By Stephanie Kite

Fourteen youngsters and four oldsters, bound together by
First Presbyterian and our desire to jump into a weekend of
downhill and cross-country skiing, sledding, swimming, and
sharing, headed to Stratton, Vermont, to make the most of
Youth Director Christy D’Ambrosio’s generous invitation to
visit her family’s Stratton Mountain condo.

In addition to skiing we enjoyed great giant pizza pies and a
provocative movie entitled “ Pay It F o ("wh@icdndo’s
giant hot tub, and the sunlit indoor swimming pool nearby.

Twenty-four hours later we piled back into the cars, with full
bellies, rosy cheeks, and the amazement of what a single
day of God'’s glory can bring.

Emma Eisenbraun (left), Mallory Schultz (a friend), Elizabeth
Leupold, Mackenzie Robinson, Araglin Kite, Margaret Leupold,
Mia Robinson pose after a vigorous mountain ski session.
For more photos of the event see p. 6.

Inquirer Classes

Have you been visiting First Presbyterian Church? Are you
interested in learning more about us? Are you interested
in learning about becoming a member?

If so, please plan to attend the Inquirer Classes on
Sundays, April 11 and 18 from 9:30-10:30 in the Library.
Come and explore with The Rev. Miriam Lawrence
Leupold church membership, the nature of the
commitment that it entails, and your hopes and dreams for
what you most want your church to be.

Those people who decide to join will be recognized in
worship on Sunday, April 25. Register to attend by calling

4

“Brunch and Discuss” for High
School Youth

Preparation for
Confirmation

By Christy D’Ambrosio

As part of the study and preparation for
confirmation, the youth of the church spent
the weekend of March 19-21 at Hebron.
The Rev. Glenn Leupold was their mentor
on retreat and has begun teaching the
High School Christian Education classes at
9:30 Sunday mornings with a focus on
Confirmation.

On Sunday, April 18, all high school youth
are invited to join Youth Director, Christy
D'Ambrosio, for brunch after the second
service. This will be the first in a series of
“Brunch and Discuss” sessions scheduled
for Sundays in April. We will meet in the
Assembly Hall; then, as a group, go to a
local restaurant and discuss issues that
came up during Confirmation class, as well
as issues that relate to our curriculum this
year involving creation (both the planet
and humankind). These brunches are
free of charge to students and a ride
home afterwards will be provided.

Parents, please encourage your children to
take part in both the Confirmation classes
and the Sunday brunches.

the Church Office (449-7332). If you have
any questions contact Miriam at the church.

Be a part of FOCUS Book Study, Red
Letter ChridyilongCampolo on
these Wednesdays: April 21, 28; May 5,
12. The studies are at noon at First
Lutheran Church or at 6:30 p.m. at
Delmar Reformed Church. A light meal is
available at both locations. Questions?
Ask Glenn.
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The Upper
Rooms

A new rotation in The
Upper Rooms (our
Christian education
program for children in
kindergarten through
grade 8) begins April 11

and runs through April 25.

The theme is “Women at
the Tomb,” and the
children will be exploring
Matthew 28:1-10 through
cooking, movie and art. If

A Stellar Performance!
The Roar of the Devils — The Small Voice of God

A production of the First Presbyterian Youth
Directed by Christy D’Ambrosio, Youth Director
An adaptationof The Roar of the Greasepaint The Smell

Cast

Avalon Beyer
Emma Eisenbraun
Madeline Eisenbraun

Imani lyok
Elizabeth Leupold
Margaret Leupold

Annabel Lewis
Helen Lewin
Mackenzie Robinson
Maggie Robinson
Mia Robinson
Jenna Scarlett

Ofu Takor

Sam Rogers, Production and Sound
Barbara Speck, Assistant Director
Albert Wood, Piano

Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Flute

you're interested in teaching in May or June for a 3-week rotation,
contact Rev. Miriam Lawrence Leupold. Training, curriculum and

supplies are provided.
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Deacons’ Doings April 2010

By Fran Kamp 1 Thursday
Maundy Thursday

Are you unable to make it to church on Sundays? Would 7:00 am Men s Bible Stt
you like a visit and the celebration of communion with the 9:30-11:30 am Heldeberg
pastor and a friend from church? The deacons are 5:30 pm AA
facilitating such a program. The Rev. Glenn Leupold, 6:00 pm Men s Bible Stt
accompanied by Deacon Paul Bascom, visited Peggy 7:00 pm AA
Moore Carter recently for an “in-home communion.” Would 7:30 pm Communion and
you like to accompany the pastor on such visits? If so, 8:30 pm  Chancel Choir |
please contact Paul Bascom at 286-1297. Paul is _
coordinating the effort with Glenn and the deacons. 2 Friday

Noon Cap. Area Counc
We remind you to sign up for flowers to be given in memory Churches Good Fri
of your loved ones, or for a special occasion. This year you 7:30 pm Good Friday Se

also have the option of choosing to make a donation to
another church-related area. See the green sheets on the
bulletin board outside the Church Office and the “Flower
Calendar” next to it.

Lilies for Easter Sunday have been ordered,

and you are encouraged to sign up to sponsor USherS and Greeters Schedule

them and to honor your loved ones. See the L

lavender sign-up sheet in your worship bulletin The usher schedule is in the process
on Sundays or the envelope for the same completed in time for this edition of t

purpose. Deacons will again be delivering the new schedule to come to you via

lilies to our Special Care members.

Deacons’ Flower Ministry

The Deacons were happy to have Phillip
Riddle, Chair of the Worship Committee, as a

guest at their last meeting. Phillip explained ﬁp: ‘111 gu I?]etgc?]n;rggl w:rrtrlliaster
the duties of officers serving communion to the A P r 18 De \INm ar WA rea
congregation, especially for new Deacons, but AB r 25 cullderand. . Calonlie

also as a reminder to those who have served

before. Your host for coffee Hour this

The Menands, Loudonville Neight
Fair Trade Coffee will be sold on Sur

Youth Ski T
see p.
A snowball fight
followed by a
dip in the
heated pool.
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4 Easter Sunday

6:30 am FOCUS Surq2
in Capitol Parl

8:30 am Worship (C
9:30 am Easter Bre;:
9:45 am Chancel Ch13
10:45 am Worship (C
11:45 am Fellowship
5 Monday
Office Closed - Easte
6:00 pm Heldeberg
7:00 pm AA 14
6 Tuesday
7:45 am Men s Bible¢
5:30 pm AA
5:30 pm Committee 15
" Membership
" Mission
" Property
" Worship
7:00 pm Dinner
7:30 pm " More Ligt
7 Wednesday
10:00 am Heldeberg
7:00 pm
8 Thursday
7:00 am Men s Bible
9:30-11:30 am Heldet
5:30 pm AA
6:00 pm Men s Bible
6:30 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm AA
7:30 pm Chancel Ch19
9 Friday

Deadline for May New:

20
11 Sunda

8:30 am Worship (C
9:30 am Education f
Inquirer s Clacs

7:00 pm AA 4:30-6:30 pm Helde
Tuesday 29 Thursday

7:45 am Men s Bible 7:00 am Men s Bib
5:30 pm AA 9:30-11:30 am Held
6:45 pm Session 1:30 pm Extra-Hel

9:45 am Chancel Ch21
10:45 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

Fair Trade Cof
High School Y«

Monday

7:00 pm AA 9:30-11:30 am Held
NN Finance Con
13 Tuesday 5:30 pm AA
7:45 am Men s Bibli 6:30 pm  Bell Choi
12:30 pm Staff Meeti 6:00 pm Men s Bib
4:00 pm Presbytery 7:00 pm AA
5:30 pm AA 7:30 pm Chancel (
6:45 pm Deacons
24 Saturday
Wednesday Choir Rehear
9:30-11:30 am Heldeb Fedak Festiva
4:30-6:30 pm Heldebe 9:30 am Women s |

7:30 pm Wash Park 4

Thursday 8:30 am Worship
7:00 am Men s Bible 9:30 am Educatiof
9:30-11:30 am Heldeb 9:45 am Chancel
NN Endowment Sul 10:45 am Worship
5:30 pm AA Recognition
6:00 pm Men s Bible 11:45 am Fellowsh
6:30 pm Bell Choir R High School Y
7:00 pm AA Brunch

7:30 pm Chancel Ch¢ 4:00 p.m. Fedak F¢g

Epilepsy GEJEIEEY

8:30 am Worship (c26__Monday
9:30 am Education - 5:30 - 7:30 pm  Helf
Inquirer s class 7:00 pm  AA
9:45 am Chancel CF
10:45 am Worship (C27_Tuesday
11:45 am Fellowship 7:45 am. Men s Bil
High School Yo 5:30 pm AA
19 Monday 28 Wednesday
5:30 - 7:30 pm Helde 9:30-11:30 am Hel

Wednesday

April 2010

22 Thursday

Helde 7:00 am Men s Bib

5:30 - 7:30 pm

Westminster

3:00-5:45pm Extra H
Distributio

9:30-11:30 am Heldeb 5:30 pm AA
6:00 pm Save the Pi 6:00 pm Men s Bib
4:30-6:30 pm Heldebe 6:30 pm Bell Choi
7:15 pm Small Group 7:00 pm AA
7:30 pm Chancel (
Note: |Italics indicate
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Lectionary

Apr 4 Easter/Resurrection of the Lord - Acts 10:34-43 or
Isa. 65:17-25; Ps. 118:1-2, 11Cbr2156;19-26 or
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 o tuke 24:1-12

Apr 11 2nd Sunday of Easter - Acts 5:27-32; Ps.118:14
29 oPs.15®Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

Apr 18 3rd Sunday of Easter - Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Ps. 30;
Rev. 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

Apr 25 4th Sunday of Easter - Acts 9:36-43; Ps. 2y.
7:9-17; John 10:22-30

Coming in April:
The new and greatly improved FOCUS web site:
www.focuschurches.net
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Office hours
Monday through Friday
9:30 am to 1:30 pm

Secretary Sandra Marr
Phone 518-449-7332
Fax 518-449-3104
Web www.firstpresalbany.org
E-mail info@firstpresalbany.org

The First Presbyterian Ne
is published 11 times a year.

Editor Rev. Glenn D. Leupold
Layout Richard C. Gascoyne

Please notify the church office of
any change in address.

Recordings of the worship service
are available from the Church
Office.



